The vomeronasal organ of the New World monkey Saguinus fuscicollis (Callitrichidae). A light and transmission electron microscopic study.
The vomeronasal organ (VNO) of the New World monkey Saguinus fuscicollis (Callitrichidae) is located at the base of the most distal portion of the nasal septum opening into the nasal portion of the ductus nasopalatinus which also communicates with the oral cavity. The lumen of the VNO is limited medially and laterally by a neuroepithelium which is devoid of intraepithelially located blood vessels and composed of receptor, supporting and basal cells. Ultrastructural analysis of the VNO of Saguinus fuscicollis reveals morphological features which lead one to postulate the functional capacity of this organ in these primates. A possible mechanism through which scent marks may be incorporated into the VNO is discussed.